
BibleStudy

In depth study of the Scriptures, through the inclusion of the 
Bible's original text
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Introduction

Motivation and Requirements for working with the Bibleôs 

original Texts



Why do you want to use the original biblical 

Texts for your Bible Study?

}Avoid Misinterpretation of 

biblical Texts

}Better Identification of 

contextual Relations

}Experience God`s Ideas in 

the Text

}Grow in Faith and 

Relationship with God
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Prerequisites for Studying the Bibleôs 

original Texts

}Courage to consult real 
Language Experts (Pastors, 
University Teachers)

}Humility to discard your 
own Ideas when real 
Experts donõt agree to 
your Opinion

}Interest and Pleasure to 
deal with biblical Texts 
also on a linguistic Level 
(Grammar, other 
Languages)
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The Bible's original Text

Historical Background to the Creation of the Bible in its various 

Translations



What is the Bibleôs original Text?

}There is not THE Greek or 
Hebrew original Text

}The Bibleôs original Text is 
the Collection of all Greek 
and Hebrew Manuscripts 
that are the foundation of 
our Bible today.

}Manuscripts with similar 
properties are bundled
(Such a Bundle is also called Codex)

}You need to know what kind 
of Text you are using as a 
Source for your personal 
Studies, if you want to work 
with the Greek or Hebrew 
Bible
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Development of the German Bible (NT)

1. Jh

ÅThe Authors (Paul, John, Luke, é) write their letters and 
gospels

ÅTexts are copied and distributed

ÅThe canonization begins; Scripture bundles are being 
created

4. Jh

ÅJerome creates the first complete latin Version of the Bible: 
The Vulgate

ÅThis is the standard bible of the catholic church still today

15. Jh

ÅErasmus of Rotterdam creates based on Greek Scriptures 
and on the Latin Vulgate the first Greek New Testament ð
the Textus Receptus

ÅLuther uses the Textus Receptus for translation of the first 
German Bible
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Overview of the main Greek Codeces

}Codex Sinaiticus

}www.codexsinaiticus.org

}Contains the entire Bible (AT+NT)

}From 4th Century AD

}Codex Alexandrinus

} http://www.csntm.org/Manuscript/View/GA_02

}From 5th Century AD

}Contains the NT

}Codex Vaticanus

} http://www.csntm.org/Manuscript/View/GA_03

}From 4th Century AD

} Just Parts of the NT (e.g. Revelation is missing)
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Overview of the main modern Greek NT 

Publications

}Textus Receptus (TR)

} First complete Publication of a 

Greek NT-Text (1516)

} The old Luther Bible as well as the 

King James Translation are based 

on the TR

}Westcott-Hort (WH)

} Info: http://www.westcotthort.com

} Scientific Publication at the End of 

19th Century

}Nestle-Aland (NA)

} Modern scientific Publication ð

current: 27th Edition
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What Text to use for Studying?

}Working with an ancient scripture 
might be difficult for non Greek/ 
Hebrew Experts

}Working with a modern Text 
should be given Priority

}And what Text in particular?

}Scholars around the world agree 
that working with an academic Text 
(NA, WH) will result in a good 
understanding of the scripture. TR 
might not be that precise in some 
verses.
(see also: 
http://bibliothek.bogenhofen.at/shared_files/pu
blikationen-theologische_schriften-
textus_receptus.doc )
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Further Term Definitions

} Torah: 5 Books of Moses

} Pentateuch: 5 Books of Moses

} Tanah: corresponds to the Old 
Testament

} Codec: Collection of manuscripts 
with common characteristics

}Majuscule: Codec written in 
capital Letters

}Minuscule: Codec in small 
Letters written

} Interlinear: In an interlinear 
Bible stand Greek / Hebrew 
Words right beside (or 
underneath) their Translations
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